Romakrishna Mission Ashrama

important for long term development.

Project was launched in

Ramakrishna Mission Ash is a philanthropic  The Rural Develoy
organisation. It has a century-long history of
h itari p throughput the world, be
it in ordinary times or during emergency.
H ifarion resp has been conceptually

reinterpreted from reliel/welfare capacity building.
Romakrishna Mission with oll its good

intentions

responded to disasters with relief

support in all

possible ways. This has been re-

energised and

converted into copacity

development of community

for understanding the level

of vulnerability and

risk situation in which

people con be severely

§ impocted by natural

\ disosters,
Romakrishna

But for the people who have made Sundorban their
destiny for ages, it is tangible yet dreadfully
igmatic, owe-inspiring yet cruelly fearful,

Sundorbon areo with the finoncial ossi e of
Welthungerhilfe (German Agro Action), Bonn,
Germany. Experience of more than four decades
of work in Sundarban shows that there would be
at least one severe natural disaster after every
3-4 yeors. In such a situation Romakrishno Mission
felt the need of a shift in paradigm in its strategy
for Disoster Monogement in Sundarbon oreo.
Strengthening people with their own and local
resources and efforls appeared to be more
important than to make the offected community
ralief-d jent. As a result R krishna Mission

charming but ruthlssly dang
A conglomeration of 102 islands in the southem
most part of West Bengal nestled in Bay of Bengal
(217 32" M latitude — 22° 40" M lotitude and 88°
05'E longitude — BY” 00" E longitude) Sundarban
is a classic exomple of man and beost living in
conflicting harmany, struggling in the botile of the
fittest.

The single-most danger that threatens the life of
the people in Sundarban is the disobedient waters
of the sea. Unless the human-made embankments
are high and strong encugh the sea water is surely

To enable the community to defend themselves

against the furies of noture by reducing their

vulnerability and enhancing their capacities the

CBDRM pilot project wos lounched in November

2007.

Vulnerability of Sundarban to Natural

Disaster

*  Typicolly Low lying area .

»  Most Cyclonic depression brewing over Bay of Bangal
sirikes Sundarban.

* Swelling Tidal waters breaches the embankments
and destroys cultivoble lond and houses,

» Saline water ropidly erodes houses and other mud
structures ond poses long term uncertainty for

What is CBDRM?

Cemmunity Based Disaster Risk Management
(CBDRM) is a process of disaster risk manogement
in which at-risk communities to disosters are actively
engoged in the idenfification, analysis, treaiment,
manitering and evaluation of disaster risks in order
to reduce their vulnerabilities and enhance their
capacities.

This means that the pecple are of the heart of
decisi waking and impl ion of disoster

process of preparedness. Raising of public
awareness, capacity building of local people,
model mitigafion activity, sy ing early
warning system, study of breakage of river bund
and capacity building of local people were the
major activities of this endeavour.

hical sifiation of Sundort

oreq,
the frequency, intensity and vulnerability of natural
disasters in mind, four villoges of Sundarbon had
been selected in this Community Bosed Disaster
Risk M Project. These were Shibpur,

risk manogement activities. The invol t of
the most vulneroble is poromount and the support
of the least vulnerable is necessary. The process
envisioned thot even after the end of the project

Makisk i, B khali & Lakshmipur, in

colloboration with DIPECHO and Welthungerhilfe
(German Agro Action) Bonn,Germany.

Lokasiksha Parishad — the
rural development wing
of Ramakrishna Mission
Ashrama, Narendrapur,
has been working in

Sundarban area for more
than four decodes.

Primarily relief work
began in Sundarban area in
70s as part of basic humanitarian response
to notural disasters.

The intreduction of structural Rural Development
work began os o port of immediale relief work
after the devastating notural calamity of eyelonic
flood during the mid-80s. The authority felt that
the capacity building of the people is more

in colloboration with IPECHO and Welihungerhilfe : ! : ; agriculture. pariad the c ity would i lisa the
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